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Dear Adm in i.strator Jackson : 

fanu<iry 26. 2012 

V..1e understand that the US Envlronmental Protection Agency (EPA} i1~tends to test watel' wells in 
tlle are<.1 of Dimock, Penmylv<mia. t\s (levduperl> in lhe area. we have been working c losely witJ~ 
the Dimock community and wi th state and local regulators on concerns In the area. We are 
concerned thal EPA's actions can be easily mis interpreted and can underm ine regu latoty cenainty 
necessary for development of oil and nalurnl gas. 

President Obama rn hi~ Stat~ of th~ l J 11ion ;.u.lJr~~s 5trongly hi~hlight~d the importance of .shale gas 
development as a key aspect of this 1:{.Urntry's nmiom1t energy policy and economic recovery. 
EPA ':s <1ctions in Di mock appe~r w und~rc.:u~ thi; Prcsi~c11t's slated (.;ommi1mc1H lo lhi s important 
resmm;.e. even in I igbl of EPA's rcgLl lfltory miss io n. 

W r.:. arc c.J i s11 ppoi n I cd Lil ~t F:PA ha~ undcl'lake tl a cou r.~c::: regarding \,..·atcr sa mp Ii ng 'h<:it seem :s 
incun:) ish.:Til wil h wllat i!) known abo ut Dimock and \Vhal was n.:cnmni~nd-.':{,l by -~tat~ regu lators. 
EPA' s arproach has ~ auscd confusion that underm ines important policy goals of the lJ n ited States 
co ensure sate, re-liable, secure and clean energy sources from domestic natural gas . Specifical ly : 

I . FPA h~b rr~s~11tcd no crcdibl~ e\lidence lO suggest that it~ new samp li ng initiative is a wis.e 
use of resoun:es giv~n lhtl coll~cti rn1 a11J arrn lysi~ of nver 2000 v..-i1tcr wdJs that ha~ already 
oc1: um:.d in I h c a re<i. Ovc ,- le n t~ o u sand pages n r dt i _~ darn I 1as bcc1t pn:w i J~d ln Ll lC F. PA. 

2. EPA ' s concerns ar<! i11coml':iknt wi1h the finJi11gs 1.ir stall; rcg~latm!> wlu1 have ~um::luded 
aft~r extensive investiga[ion !hat Dimock. drinking W<Hcr meets regulatory :">tandards. Sune 
reguh1tors are closest to the focls, '1nd mo~l familiar with grmmd w;.ih:r and gi:o logical 
formations tn the area . 

J. EJlJ\ ·~ iniliat[v~ m.irks <i change Ln positi nn fol' the Agency, unsuppmied by any ne,·v facts . 
As rece11t ly as DecemlJ.er 2011. EPr\ wld Dimock r-c:.idents lhal lhejl' drinking wate1· did not 
pre.~e t1l a health threat. 

The Prcsidenl made n strong call 10 a l I American~ h1.~l nighL lo rn.kc advantage of the new 
opporttmities m shale ga.s development To l)l'event uncertainty and ti.JL1her advance these 
oppottunities. in our ,·iew. what is needed is an objective approach by EPt\ to di::a ling \vith 
community concerns - something missing lll rece1~t EPA a.::tim1s_ EPA ·s changing poshm: cm 
:sampling in I limnck i7' iudicative of a broader problem of inconsistency wilh si:.:icntific prncts<:; atld 
<l lad (,lf c.;oopcralinn wiu1 stale and private sector parties , C01bo1 ho1ws tnat wi:.: can work witf1 EPA 
to flll'thel' review existing data and to establish a finner basis for Agency decision making . 
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